CHAPTER V
BALKAN PROBLEMS, 1907-1914
' THE Balkan situation was one of the most important
factors in causing the World War. It sharpened the antago-
nism between the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente,
stimulated a general increase in armaments, and led to
the assassination of the Austrian Archduke with its catas-
trophic consequences. It was an old and complicated
question which had troubled the peace of Europe for a
century and a half. No attempt can be made here to trace
its development^ which has been ably dealt with by many
writers.1 It arose from many elements. The progressive
disintegration of the Ottoman Empire, caused by external
as well as internal causes, produced a continual unrest in
the Near East. This was increased by Russia's persistent
desire to acquire increased influence in the Balkan Penin-
sula and to realize her age-long dream for control of the
waterways to the Mediterranean. The Hapsburgs, sitting
astride the Danube for centuries, were trying to preserve
authority over subject peoples, many of whom had become
fired with nationalism and a desire to break away and
unite with their brothers living in the independent States
bordering on Austria-Hungary. The ambitions of Serbia,
Bulgaria, Rumania and Greece to extend their territories
to include all peoples of their own nationality brought them
into constant conflict with Turkey, Austria-Hungary or
i For a very useful list of works on the Balkans see R: J. Keraer,
Slavi-c Europe: A Selected Bibliography in the Western European Lan*
guages (Cambridge, Mass., 19*8), especially Nos. 737-842, 3121-3144, 3592-
4186, 4357-4411, 4490-4518.
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